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Britain and East Asian International Politics in the late 1890s:
What did Britain seek in East Asia?

OzAKI YOSUKE

ABSTRACT

Germany's seizure of Kiaochow Bay in November 1897 and the Russian
occupation of Port Arthur shortly thereafter came as a great shock to Britain,
because the developments not only damaged British interests in China, but
also offended her national dignity worldwide. In particular, Russia had the
opportunity to exert her influence upon the Chinese government by taking
possession of Port Arthur, which Britain wanted to prevent in one way or
another. Thus, Britain took two different approaches toward Russia. One
approach was to reach an understanding with Russia in East Asia. The other
was to acquire new territory that could be balanced against the Russian
occupation of Port Arthur.

Salisbury, the then British prime minister and foreign minister,
particularly desired to come to an understanding with Russia, because this
could possibly resolve the ‘Great Game’ or the Anglo-Russian antagonism that
had been prevalent since the mid-19" century. However, his wish did not
come true. As a result, Britain resisted the Russian action, while approving
German occupation of Kiaochow Bay through a series of events. Salisbury
was reluctant to acquire more territory in China, but finally decided to lease
Wei-hai-wei to maintain ‘balance of power’ in northern part of China.

It is often said that one of the features of 19" century European

international politics is ‘balance of power, but this idea is not limited to



Europe — it existed in East Asia, the region farthest from Europe. Britain had
overwhelming commercial interests in China in the late 19" century and,
therefore, wished to maintain the status quo, but she did not have the power to
protect her interests on her own against several other powers such as Russia,
France and Germany. Britain had established extremely limited ‘balance of
power’ in northern China to block Russia from advancing southward, while
avoiding discord with Germany to the greatest extent possible. By doing so,
Britain attempted to retain her supremacy — in other words, her hegemony — in
China.
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48) BPP, China 23, The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir N. O'Conor, 12 January, 1898, No.48.
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1898-1914, Vol.1, The End of Splendid Isolation (London: HM.S.0., 1927), Sir N.
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55) BPP, China 23, Sir C. MacDonald to the Marquess of Salisbury, 7 March, 1898, No.96.
56) BPP, China 23, The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir C. MacDonald, 7 March, 1898, No.95.
57) BD, The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir C. MacDonald, 17 January, 1898, No.5.

58) BD, Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury, 20 January, 1898, No.6.
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60) BD, Sir N. O’'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury, 2 February, 1898, No.16.
61) BD, Mr. A. J. Balfour to Sir C. MacDonald, 19 March, 1898, No.32.
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62) BPP, China 23, The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir N. O'Conor, 22 March, 1898, No.122.
63) BPP, China 23, Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury, 23 March, 1898, No.123.
64) BD, The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir C. MacDonald, 25 March, 1898, No.39.

65) BD, No.32.



4 X A L180EMRE O T ¥ 7 EBRBUA
—AF)AFRT VT TMERDI=OH» 7 (JBk) 17

AT ZERBEL TV, L2So T V=V AR IR &
WY TADOMPIRE L DL EEZEB LTIV EDSS L, 4 F ) AN
ERALBICE LR W 2 RIEL, oFmd Z) T50Thh
. B HABEEZHELRNI L 2R T A L0 EEr T v T HICH
RL7%,

L2l &5 %4 3 70 RIEOMAEA P EoMHE LR RE L2
H, HEOHEZFLDDOTRRVEA F) ADBEZBEIHE LT,
PWEHREO EHA T Y T2l o THEHELZETH YD, P4V EITH LT
BOLNZ LAY TICH LTIIEREENARETHEVEL, £ XU R
BORF 72T DSRMA DRI B LT B &R L7257

FTICI8984E 1 A22H DERH T, A5 % 4 I 74MHIZ T ¥ 7 ANB R
PR EILEIC B W CEBRINEB S Z V. § 567259 L a—F—IZHE L
TWize ZOBHAICIE. V4 v TEMAS, Fa—F—BHHEXEE O&KHD
e, WEMIK A RS, LvE, B, HliERiES L. (e 7k
B2ANEPNBZS LIRS OMIE T XTRNT 27259 ] LiZooh
LCTWwize FIFZ, 714 vy FIR>REBROBMH ) T TR 7EEOIH
REMTHEALIE V) TEBERAT 74 v TIRHSDRMBIEART
TANTH 2 EMFIMA B0 b, HBFLO LML &L ERTIEA F
VAOBNETH A LIFROENBL L, Sk, PEILEIZT > 7 o2
B 57529 LR L%,

ZOMH% 5T 4 3 7IEHEILERICB T 20 Y 7T OB B IERIITE
NEHVOHPATH S LA F) ABFIERL T LDIELETRETH
hida—F—ifzz2 7Y, 20Xz, oy TIPEILEA T v 7 ok
TibE. hEREEIE A F) AOBNE L W) k), BEERE NG VA -
FT NI DO L L) LEHE LTz, Lo L, FEHALH =
PTOHENENIALLV) LI, FZICEDEINLWREED DD,
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67) BD, Sir N. O’Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury, 23 March, 1898, No.37.

68) BD,No.3.

69) BD, Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury, 3 February, 1898, No.12.
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76) BPP, China 23, Mr. Sir F. Lascelles to the Marquess of Salisbury, 4 April, 1898, No.7.
77) BPP, China 23, Mr. Sir F. Lascelles to Biilow, 2 April, 1898, No.38.
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80) Hansard's Parliamentary Debates, 4" series, Vol.56, cc.272.



20 EE

HI5-0ThHs I E2HHICET. SITENTEZL VO, %
SD% L BTRL 20, hESE TR, #@ilEE. T4bbHhEdL
WICBUIBENG VA - FT - XY= TLLEN) L THo2E VD
HTHbo U, HENIBIT 2 EENHERIEA ) A5 Rl A% Hul
ELTEORBAGZME LTV, ZOMICELT, Y ¥ 7219t/ K
ZBWTA ¥ ADHEOFINE L D80% LA Ex D5 X9 % IRWIZH -
72ERRTV Y, HREKIIBT AHEGOHEA LT HEOES
FREENIERELODTIE L o705 HEOETORERAOL: &%
ERTIUE, TOBIEEIE Y M wb ond -7z,

A I BV T, A XY AP HIEL 720 013, P EILER e
EVIRT VT O—ROMIBIZBWTRENINT VA - T - XY —%
EY T LIE o> T mESERD LARET V7 afkE LTS ¥ A
DEBIMER L VW) RN ZEIET L ETHoTe AFVARET VTS
BOWTHEZLE D ELTWNG VR - F 7 - 3T — 3 HE OB % HE
FT2:00—20FETHo72.F2 b, TDODIC, U YT LN
BRI E LTHE S NZ2HRBUIHED o720 BT A FY A0 LR
THHMEAFVAELEDOLDOTH Y, £ F) AOFGEMBEMYEZ S
HHDITET, ZOLILIVATFAIIRTSAY) v FRIELTW RS
T2 ZD70, MENIBIT B4 F U B E W) RIS HIRT 5 3%
o728,

4 F) AOREIZB T HEMMEEHERFT 2 & v ) BoRiZ, 191 gD
Be—EMD D o7z EXBFMHICBT a5 % BB, @B IcBw
TRREMIINTG YA« F T - X =%\ $ 52 LTy 18804 F Tld A
FUAHMCTRT VT ICBTLEMNMELEFSH T EATEA, HiFES D
Bl 2 EHR B EDSHEN 2 2 2o TRILT 2 L) 12k o7z, Zh
MW o CTE Tz 20720, A F) ZIPEICBIT 2 HHEL T 5720
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Emperor Nicholas II and Empress Alexandra, seen from the
diary of General A.A.Kireev, 1905-1910

HIRONO Y OSHIHIKO

ABSTRACT

General A.A.Kireev, once as an adjutant of Grand Duke Konstantin,
taking part in the suppression of the Polish rebellion, and a militant Slavophile
activist and member of “Homeland Union”, kept a detailed diary. It contains
a lot of useful information about the imperial families, high societies in Saint-
Petersburg, and political and religious opinions of leading people at that time
— bureaucrats, officers, members of Slavophile parties and so on. Therefore,
it has been evaluated as a helpful material on Russian political history.

The purpose of this article is to describe the thoughts and acts of General
A.A Kireev. He insisted that the National Convention should be assembled
to keep in order the turbulent society and to invigorate the autocracy at the
time of the first Russian Revolution. Second, this article is to depict how
Emperor Nicholas IT and Empress Alexandra reacted to the Revolution, mainly
relying on the diary of General Kireev from 1905 to 1910. In this era, he
appealed to not only Emperor but also Empress to realize the plans of his
party. He recognized that the latter had an influence on the former. But
generally, Empress was thought not to be interested in politics before the
World War I and to exert no influence. Finally, by the diary we will find that
Empress Alexandra has been isolated from the society in the palace and

indulged in the mysticisms, leading to the demise of the dynasty.
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CONSTITUTION OF THE
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES ASSOCIATION OF
OSAKA GAKUIN UNIVERSITY

The name of this association shall be the International Studies Association
of Osaka Gakuin University, hereinafter referred to as ISA.

The office of ISA shall be located in the library of Osaka Gakuin
University.

The purpose of ISA is to contribute to the development of Japan and its
relations with the world, through research in international studies, that is,
research in politics, economics, and culture from an international
perspective, in accordance with the founding principles of this university.
ISA shall conduct the following activities:

1. Publish a journal, International Studies: the Journal of the International
Studies Association of Osaka Gakuin University.

2. Hold study meetings, lectures and forums.

3. Other activities necessary to fulfill the objectives of the organization.
Membership in ISA is open to:

1. Full-time faculty members of Osaka Gakuin University and Osaka
Gakuin University Junior College who support the objectives of ISA.

2. Any other person who supports the objectives of ISA and is approved
by the Executive Committee.

Members are eligible to participate in ISA activities and receive the
journal and other ISA publications.

The officers of ISA shall be a President, a Vice President, two executive
secretaries, and four editorial staff. The term of office shall be two years,
and reelection to office shall be permitted.

The officers shall be elected by and from the membership of ISA, and
commissioned by the Chancellor of the university.

The President shall represent ISA and supervise its affairs. The Vice
President shall assist the President. The officers shall form an Executive
Committee to administer the association and plan its activities.

The President shall summon and preside over meetings of the Executive
Committee.

The general assembly of ISA shall be held once every academic year. The
President may also call special meetings when necessary.

The expenses of ISA shall be met by grants from Osaka Gakuin
University, donations, and other income.

Liaison with other academic societies shall be maintained through the
Federation of Academic Societies of Osaka Gakuin University (Osaka
Gakuin Daigaku Gakkai Rengo).

The fiscal year shall begin on April 1 of each year, and end on March 31
of the following year.

This constitution may be amended by motion at a general assembly, to be
approved by the Chancellor.
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